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Write an Image File to a USB Stick

Many of the procedures in this guide require writing an image file (usually the file name ends in .img or
.iso) to a USB stick, so that you can boot from that stick. Here's how you can do that.

Windows

Download the program “Win32DiskImager” to your Windows machine.

Now run the “Win32DiskImager” installer under an administrator’s account or right click on it and run as
an administrator (have your administrator’s password ready).

When the program is installed run it under an Administrator’s account or right click and run as
Administrator.

Now insert the USB stick you intend to use and wait for the computer to recognise it.

Click the small folder icon (1) and navigate to the location of the image file and select it. Now select the
USB device by clicking the drop down selector under “Device” (2) if it isn’t already selected.

If you cannot see the image file and you know you are in the correct location then click on the drop down
selector that determines the file type to be displayed (1) (this will likely be initially set to display only IMG
files, if your image is in the form of an ISO file it won’t be shown) and chose the wild card “*.*” (2) this
will display all files present.

https://sourceforge.net/projects/win32diskimager/
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The image file should now appear.Now select it (1) and click “Open” (2).
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With the image file now loaded click on the “Write” button to begin making the bootable USB installer.

At this point a small window will pop up giving a “confirm write” warning message, click the “Yes” button
to proceed.

The image file will now be written to your USB stick.

When the process completes successfully a small window will pop up with “Write Successful” displayed.
Click the “OK” button.

Close the application and eject the USB stick.

Mac OS X

I can’t help you here as I don’t know how and I don’t own a Mac.

However, the FreeNAS documentation has a full description of how to do this.

If anyone would like to provide the relevant information with copyright free screen shots I would be
happy to include them in this guide or you could replace this or any section with your own?

Linux, FreeBSD, or other Unix-like OS

I can’t help you here as I don’t know how.

However, the FreeNAS documentation has a full description of how to do this (but no screen shots).

If anyone would like to provide the relevant information with copyright free screen shots I would be
happy to include them in this guide or you could replace this or any section with your own?
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